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Passion Sunday with Revd. Phil Snelson

Call to Worship —John 12

23 Jesus said, “Now the time has come for the Son of Man to enter into
his glory. 241 tell you the truth, unless a kernel of wheat is planted in the
soil and dies, it remains alone. But its death will produce many new
kernels — a plentiful harvest of new lives.

Let us pray,

O Lord, we come to you this day, to hear your word
and to rejoice in your presence in our lives,

now, and always.

Amen

StF 351: In Christ alone
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Qwxo066y7QA

In Christ Alone my hope is found,

He is my light, my strength, my song;

This Cornerstone, this solid Ground,

Firm through the fiercest drought and storm.
What heights of love, what depths of peace,
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease!
My Comforter, my All in All,

Here in the love of Christ | stand.

In Christ alone! - who took on flesh,
Fullness of God in helpless babe!

This gift of love and righteousness,
Scorned by the ones He came to save:
Till on that cross as Jesus died,

The wrath of God was satisfied —

For every sin on Him was laid;

Here in the death of Christ | live.

There in the ground His body lay,

Light of the world by darkness slain:
Then bursting forth in glorious Day

Up from the grave He rose again!

And as He stands in victory

Sin's curse has lost its grip on me,

For | am His and He is mine —

Bought with the precious blood of Christ.
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No guilt in life, no fear in death,
This is the power of Christ in me;
From life's first cry to final breath,
Jesus commands my destiny.
No power of hell, no scheme of man,
Can ever pluck me from His hand;
Till He returns or calls me home,
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand!
Stuart Townend & Keith Getty
Copyright © 2001 Thankyou Music).
A Prayer from Finding the Way
Gracious God,
Thank you for your extraordinary love
shown to us in Jesus.
Help us to live each moment of each day
in gratitude, loving those around us and
witnessing to the ways of your kingdom.
Refresh us continually in the power of
the Holy Spirit to be people of the Way.
Amen.

Prayer of Confession

God of mercy,

Your love for us is strong,

But our love for you is weak...
You call us to follow Jesus,

But we are slow to obey...

You care for all you have made,
But we ignore the needs of others
And misuse your creation.

Forgive us, and free us for joyful obedience;
renew in us the desire, and give us the power,
by your Holy Spirit, to do what pleases you
that our whole life may be used in your service
and bring you glory and praise;

through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Reading: Isaiah 53:10-11 (Ch 52:13-53:12)
Please read: John 12: 20-33
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Time to Reflect...

Passion Sunday comes the week before Palm Sunday, and it is when
we begin to focus much more closely on Jesus’ death on the cross. As
usual John’s gospel is a bit different and this passage from John 12 has
all sorts pointing us directly to that Friday.

It seems that what came out in Jesus’ prayer in the garden is already on
his mind! Even now, his cry is to be allowed to “by-pass” the cross and
the suffering — but no: ‘it was the LORD’s good plan to crush him and
cause him grief. Yet when his life is made an offering for sin, he will
have many descendants.’ [Is 53:10]. What an amazing piece of
prophecy received some 700 years before Jesus was born!! Jesus
talks about being lifted up... signalling that he knew how he would
die.[Jn 12:32]

And yet Jesus determinedly chooses to see it through: ‘it was for this
very reason | came to this hour. Father, glorify your name!’ [John 12:27]

Such courage! Such faith! What a Saviour!

The other part that really caught my attention this time is where Jesus
talks about the grain of wheat needing to die in the ground in order to
multiply, bringing a plentiful harvest of new lives. It is very like Jesus’
parable of the sower and the seed falling on good soil that multiplies.
We could also link in Jesus’ teaching on the vine bearing much fruit that
comes a bit later. It’s there in Isaiah 53 too: 1'my righteous servant will
make it possible for many to be counted righteous, for he will bear all
their sins.’

Clearly, it's about Jesus and his own death, but then straight away he
links it with his followers too. If anyone is hanging on to things in this
life, (even good things) they’ll miss the point and lose it all. The key to
life in all its fulness, eternal life, is to give everything to and for Jesus.
Perhaps the current situation has served to challenge our earthly
securities: we've changed how we work, see family and friends, travel,
and worship, among many other things. It has been hard, and awful,
painful, and at times, devastating. It's hard not to cling to what life has
been before, not to long for life to return to “normal” - whatever that
was. Honestly, we kind of liked being the grain of wheat and we would
really like to continue being the grain of wheat if we can.
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But maybe we’ve been given a chance to do what Jesus calls us to do
in this passage - to give up our lives for something new, for something
more closely resembling the kingdom of God. This time of struggle has
made us be more creative e.g., about caring for our neighbour. If we
take this time of continued upheaval to let go of the life we had before,
and be reckless, generous, “110%" in our love, perhaps something new
will flourish that looks more like what God wants for us.

Is God calling you to be more than just a grain of wheat? How has God
cared for you and nurtured you in this time of “being buried”? Where
have you seen signs of new life and new growth spring forth? Are there
areas of your life you need to tend to? Are there areas of your life you
need to let go of and realize that you cannot or should not go back to?

May we ponder all of these things in our hearts with the guidance of the
Holy Spirit.

Take a time to sit quietly

Time to Pray...

Loving and gracious God,

We lift our prayers to you today, knowing that you hear all of our
prayers, whether spoken or unspoken, for you know all that is on our
hearts and minds.

We pray this day for the world... for the distribution of the vaccine, for
people affected by war or natural disaster...

We pray this day for our nation... for the NHS and all who work hard to
care for people within it, for our leaders, for all the people as we find
new ways to live in community with one another...

We pray this day for our church and circuit... that we might shine with
the light of Christ in the world, that others will come to know him through
our actions, help us to be the hands and feet of Jesus...

We pray this day for our own concerns...

The Lord’s Prayer...
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StF 287: When | survey the wondrous cross

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XcZxJa-3crQ - choir
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qGlUdgrvJgo — Modern

When | survey the wondrous cross
On which the Prince of glory died,
My richest gain | count but loss,
And pour contempt on all my pride.

Forbid it, Lord, that | should boast,
Save in the death of Christ my God:
All the vain things that charm me most,
| sacrifice them to His blood.

See from His head, His hands, His feet,
Sorrow and love flow mingled down:
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet,
Or thorns compose so rich a crown?

Were the whole realm of Nature mine,
That were an offering far too small,
Love so amazing, so divine,
Demands my soul, my life, my all!

Isaac Watts (1674-1748)

Final Prayer

Lord,

may | be as a grain of wheat that falls to the ground and dies
so that | can rise up to new life in Jesus Christ.

Amen.

FINDING Ersiiesvptseicn

T H E WAY to share your faith.

GETTING STARTED WITH
AMETHODIST WAY OF LIFE

Try our dial-up service to listen to the message and other elements of the worship today — 01604 266000



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XcZxJg-3crQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qGlUdgrvJgo

