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Opening Prayer:

We hear the voice of God calling,

“Love your neighbour as yourself.”

We feel the Spirit moving among us,

moving us to acts of compassion and justice.
We know the love of Jesus.

We love because Christ first loved us.
Come, worship God.

Come, let us serve our God,

who calls us by name.

Amen.

written by Rev. Mindi and posted on Rev-o-
lution. http://rev-o-lution.org/

StF 254 — Seek ye first the kingdom of God
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FFxZeY2D5tc

Seek ye first the kingdom of God

And his righteousness;

And all these things shall be added unto you,
Allelu, alleluia!

Alleluia, alleluia,
Alleluia, allelu, alleluia.

Ask, and it shall be given unto you,
Seek, and ye shall find.

Knock, and the door shall be opened
unto you,

Allelu, alleluia!

Alleluia, alleluia,
Alleluia, allelu, alleluia.

You shall not live by bread alone,

But by every word

That proceeds from the mouth of the Lord,
Allelu, alleluia!

Alleluia, alleluia,
Alleluia, allelu, alleluia.

By Karen Lafferty (b.1948)

Words and music © 1972 CCCM Music/Maranatha!

Music (Admin. by Song Solutions, 14 Horsted Square,

Uckfield, East Sussex, TN22 1QG.
info@songsolutions.org).

Please read:
Mark 12:28-32
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=404435468

https://methodist-churches-northampton.org.uk/worship-at-home/

StF 503 - Love Divine.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0-dI3Dx-apA

Love divine, all loves excelling,
Joy of heav’n to earth come down;
Fix in us thy humble dwelling;

All thy faithful mercies crown!
Jesus, thou art all compassion,
Pure unbounded love thou art;
Visit us with thy salvation,

Enter every trembling heart.

Come, almighty to deliver,

Let us all thy life receive;

Suddenly return, and never,
Nevermore thy temples leave.

Thee we would be always blessing,
Serve thee as thy hosts above,

Pray and praise thee without ceasing,
Glory in thy perfect love.

Finish, then, thy new creation;

Pure and spotless let us be;

Let us see thy great salvation
Perfectly restored in thee;
Changed from glory into glory,

Till in heav’n we take our place,

Till we cast our crowns before thee,
Lost in wonder, love, and praise.

Charles Wesley (1707-1788)

Time to Reflect

Have you ever found yourself in agreement
with someone who you would normally find
yourself to be opposition with? It might be
someone who has different political beliefs
from you, or who has very different interests,
or it could be a simple personality clash
between you. What was that like to find that
agreement?

The reading that we have this Sunday is a
conversation between Jesus and a scribe, a
group of people who Jesus comes frequently
into conflict with. However, on this occasion
they are in complete agreement. Jesus states
that the love of God and the love of neighbour
are the most important rules of life to follow. In
so doing he focuses on the most important
teachings in the Jewish tradition, affirming the
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teachings of the law and the prophets who
came before him.

Perhaps this passage can play an important
role in reminding us that we too should find
our unity in God’s call to love. Too often our
churches can become divided because we
hold different opinions on the way forward and
these divisions can then foster disunity within
the body of Christ. However, our differences
in opinion should not be an obstacle to us
finding a unity in love for God and for our
neighbour.

In recent years some of the most challenging
conversations we have been having in the
Methodist Church have been on the subject of
marriage and human relationships. Across the
connexion we have been discussing how we
can better express our love for God in how we
love one another, and in how we enable each
other to love. Whilst these conversations have
highlighted some of our ‘contradictory
convictions’ they have also shown that we can
gracefully disagree and yet still maintain the
bond of unity and love in Jesus Christ, with
the help of the Holy Spirit.

In perhaps one of his most well known
sermons on the ‘Catholic Spirit’ John Wesley
argues that differences of opinion amongst
Christians should not lead us into breaking the
bonds of fellowship:

“Though we cannot think alike,
may we not love alike? May we
not be of one heart, though we
are not of one opinion? Without
doubt, we may. In this all the
children of God may unite, even
though they retain these smaller
differences.”

https://johnwesleysermons.com/sermo
ns/catholic-spirit/

If we can find that unity in Christ, and through
the Holy Spirit, in loving God and in loving our
neighbour, then perhaps we will see more
clearly the presence of God’s Kingdom here
amongst us.

Time to Pray...
Holy and Gracious God,

We pray for the needs of the world...

We pray for the Church...

We pray for all in trouble or distress...

We pray for all who make a new beginning
today...

Holy God, listen to our prayer and help us by
your Holy Spirit to live according to your
Word, in service and humility.

May what we ask in Jesus’ name be done
according to his Word. Amen

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven...

StF 608 — All praise to our redeeming Lord.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u20Qhk8zI7Jo

All praise to our redeeming Lord,
who joins us by his grace,

and bids us, each to each restored,
together seek his face.

He bids us build each other up;
and gathered into one,

to our high calling’s glorious hope,
we hand in hand go on.

The gift which he on one bestows
we all delight to prove;

the grace through every vessel flows,
in purest streams of love.

Even now we think and speak the same, and
cordially agree; concentered all, through
Jesus’ name, in perfect harmony.

We all partake the joy of one, the common
peace we feel, a peace to sensual minds
unknown, a joy unspeakable.

And if our fellowship below in Jesus be so
sweet, what height of rapture shall we know
when round his throne we meet.

Charles Wesley (1707-1788)

Final Prayer of Blessing

We continue in the knowledge of God’s
presence and love for every human being.
May the blessing of God: Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit, be with those we love and those
we ought to love. Now and forever. Amen.

Try our dial-up service to listen to the message and other elements of the worship today — 01604 266000
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