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Worship at Home 4th April, 2022.   
The 5th Sunday in Lent with Local preacher 
Mrs. Angela McNally 

Call to worship:  
Let us praise God for His glorious grace, for 
the free gift he gave us in his dear Son.  
For by the blood of Christ we are set free,  
that is, our sins are forgiven.  
How great is the grace of God, which He gave 
to us in such large measure. (Ephesians 1, 
verses 7-8) 
 

StF 21.  Born in song 

Born in song! 
God's people have always been singing. 
Born in song! Hearts and voices raised. 
So today we worship together;  
God alone is worthy to be praised. 
 

Praise to God! 
For he is the one who has made us. 
Praise to God! We his image bear. 
Heaven and earth are full of his glory;  
let creation praise him everywhere. 
 

Christ is King! 
He left all the glory of heaven. 
Christ is King! Born to share in our pain;  
crucified, for sinners atoning,  
risen, exalted, soon to come again. 
 

Sing the song! 
God's Spirit is poured out among us. 
Sing the song! He has made us anew. 
Ev’ry member part of the Body;  
given his power, his will to seek and do. 
 

Tell the world! 
All power to Jesus is given. 
Tell the world! He is with us always. 
Spread the word, that all may receive him;  
every tongue confess and sing his praise. 
 

Then the end! 
Christ Jesus shall reign in his glory. 
Then the end of all earthly days. 
Yet above the song will continue;  
all his people still shall sing his praise. 

Prayers of praise, adoration & repentance:  

Let us just sit quietly and feel the warm glow 
we can feel from being in the presence of our 
Lord. 

Gracious, loving, heavenly Father we come to 
worship & praise you.  You the One who gives 
and gives and gives again.  The One without 
whom we are nothing.  The One who made us 
what we are.   

We rejoice in the peace we find when we 
come to you.  The One we can trust who gives 
us confidence and joy,   

For all that we are and all that we have we 
praise and glorify your holy name.   
Bearing in mind all that we have because of 
you we should never let you down, but we do. 

Forgive us merciful Father & help us to keep 
on that glorious pathway that your son has 
mapped out for us.   
In his sacred name we offer these prayers to 
you. 

My heart shall triumph in my Lord, & bless His 
works and bless His word.   
Your words of grace, how bright they shine.  
How deep your counsels, how divine.  AMEN. 

Today’s appointed gospel reading is  
John 12, verses 1-8. 

Reflection: 
Before we look at today’s gospel reading, in 
order to set the scene, I want us to look at the 
previous chapter in John’s gospel, which 
record the death and bringing back to life, of 
Lazarus, the brother of Martha & Mary. 

When Jesus received the news that Lazarus 
was ill he did not immediately go to Bethany.  
When he did he was given the news that 
Lazarus had died 4 days before.  Both the 
sisters told Jesus they were sure their brother 
would not have died had Jesus come sooner.  
Jesus asked to be taken to the tomb where 
Lazarus was buried.  

He prayed to his heavenly Father & then 
called to Lazarus who came out of the tomb.  
Whilst some of the mourners believed in 
Jesus because of what he had done, others 
reported back to the Chief priests and 
Pharisees who gave orders for Jesus to be 
arrested.  Knowing that his time had not yet 
come Jesus quietly slipped away and travelled 
to the nearby town of Ephraim.   

about:blank


Six days later he travelled back to Bethany to 
the home of Lazarus and this is where we pick 
up this morning’s gospel reading.  

When Mary poured that very expensive 
perfume onto Jesus feet and then let down her 
hair to dry them we can only imagine the 
tension in that room.  These were considered 
actions that only a loose woman would do.  
Coupled with this cunning and deceit, Judas 
took the opportunity to voice his opinion that 
this was a waste, as the perfume could be 
sold and monies given to the poor.  He said 
this not because of any concern he had for the 
poor but because of his greed.   

We know he was a thief and would gladly 
pocket the money.  Jesus’ very poignant reply 
was to let Mary keep what she had for his 
burial.   

This story, together with Jesus words, remind 
us that soon we will be remembering Good 
Friday.  For me, and I am sure for many 
others, this is the least favourite of days in the 
Christian calendar, but still a day that is 
needed to remind us of the pain and suffering 
of our Saviour Jesus, and the sacrifice he 
made for us. 

Next Sunday, Palm Sunday, marks the 
beginning of the week when we will travel with 
our Lord to the Cross, but it is at the foot of 
that Cross that he leaves us.  He then took our 
place and our sins with him.  

If we were in that room in Lazarus’s house, we 
too could have knelt at Jesus feet, and helped 
Mary to pour that perfume on them, and 
helped dry them with her hair, because that 
would have been the least we could do for the 
man without whom we would be nothing, and 
in whose name we pray today.  

So let us pray:  
Prayers of intercession:  
We bring to you merciful Father these our 
prayers for all people everywhere in the name 
of our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Holy and gracious God we pray for the people 
of Ukraine and the people of Russia, for their 
countries and their leaders. 

We pray for all those who have the power over 
life and death that they will choose, for all 
people life, and life in all its fullness. 

We pray for those who choose war that they 
will remember you direct your people to turn 

swords into ploughshares, and seek for 
peace. 

We pray for leaders on the world stage, that 
they are inspired by the wisdom and courage 
of Christ. 

Above all, Lord we pray for peace for Ukraine. 

Dear God we pray for all those in despair. 
Those who are suffering loss.  Be that loss of 
their homes, jobs, finances, relationships,  
& loved ones, and the security that these 
losses take away.   

Give them comfort and hope dear Lord, as 
they wait and hope for that peace, security 
and love to return.   

We hold before you any known to us as we 
pray in the name of Your Son, Jesus Christ – 

Our Father who art in heaven 

StF 357 – Jesus, the name high over all. 

Jesus - the name high over all,  
in hell, or earth, or sky! 
Angels revere, and nations fall,  
and devils fear and fly. 

Jesus - the name to sinners dear,  
the name to sinners given!  
It scatters all their guilty fear, 
it turns their hell to heaven. 

Jesus - the prisoner's fetters breaks,  
and bruises Satan's head;  
power into strength less souls it speaks,  
and life into the dead. 

O that the world might taste and see,  
the riches of his grace! 
The arms of love that compass me,  
would all the earth embrace. 

His only righteousness I show,  
his saving grace proclaim:  
‘tis all my business here below,  
to cry: ‘Behold the Lamb!’ 

Happy, if with my latest breath 
I might but gasp his name:  
preach Him to all, and cry in death:  
‘Behold, behold the Lamb!’ 

Closing prayer:- 

May the road rise to meet us, may the wind be 
always at our back, may the sun shine warm 
upon our faces, the rain fall soft upon our 
fields, and until we meet again, may God hold 
us in the palm of His hand.  AMEN 


