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Sunday: 13th December 2020 Advent 3 
Light the first, second, and third candles, and use the following words: 

The third candle on our Advent wreath is the joy candle because “God 
has done great things for us, and we rejoiced” (Psalm 126:3).  
The coming of Jesus our Saviour and Friend gives us joy.  

Pray:  
Dear God, in the coming of Jesus Christ  
you have done great things for us and we rejoice.  
Lead us to give thanks in all circumstances,  
believing this is your will for us in Christ Jesus.  

Amen. 

STF 330 Joy to the world! 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5IH8A86FLs0 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
Let earth receive her King; 
let every heart prepare him room, 
and heaven and nature sing, 
and heaven and nature sing, 
and heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 

Joy to the world, the Saviour reigns! 
Let all their songs employ; 
while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 
repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

He rules the world with truth and grace, 
and makes the nations prove 
the glories of his righteousness 
and wonders of his love, 
and wonders of his love, 
and wonders, wonders of his love. 

Prayers of Praise, Thanksgiving and Confession 
Jesus, we praise you that you come among us  
quietly, carefully, lovingly, unexpectedly.  

We praise you that you are patient and wait for us.  
Thank you for being our friend. 
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God of the mystery, sometimes we don’t see what is important:  
(pause with hands over eyes)  
help us to open up. (remove hands) 

Sometimes we don’t hear what other people are saying:  
(pause with hands over ears)  
help us to open up. (remove hands) 

Sometimes we keep silent when we should speak:  
(pause with hands over mouth)   
help us to open up. (remove hands) 

Holy Spirit, Comforter,  
come and breathe upon the worries that can keep us far from you. 
Enable us to discover the wellsprings of trust placed in the depths of our 
being. 

Amen. 

(Prayer provided by Sheila Howard (written by Brother Roger of Taizé) 

Reading: John 1.6-8,19-28 

STF 198 Emmanuel, Emmanuel. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ms5rGqkp-j4 

Emmanuel, Emmanuel,  
His name is called, Emmanuel.  

God with us, revealed in us,  
His name is called, Emmanuel. 

A reflection for the 3rd Sunday in Advent 
Our lives feel so very real and large to us that it can be very difficult to 
imagine being part of anything bigger than ourselves. Our daily needs 
and struggles can feel overwhelming and the call to think about - let alone 
act in service of - anything beyond our daily survival can feel like more 
than we can manage.  
When we couple this with the constant call from motivational gurus to 
make ourselves the centre of our own universes, we may begin to think 
that the solution to our problems is to become more self-centred, not less. 

It is not self-protection but self- giving that opens us to the best possible 
human life (and this is true for individuals, organisations and people 
groups). The challenge is for us to really believe this. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ms5rGqkp-j4
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The Pharisees who had been sent to question John wanted a simple 
answer that would clarify his identity so they could work out how to 
respond. But John refused to be distracted by questions that focussed 
attention on him. He never lost sight of the fact that his ministry was 
simply a preparation for the more important ministry (of Jesus) that would 
follow. Even when he was asked why he felt he had the right to baptise, 
he simply redirected attention to the one who would come after him. 
When we allow our hearts and desires to be captured by God’s vision of 
a world of love and justice, and when we allow this vision to lead us 
beyond ourselves into a much bigger world, we discover a new sense of 
abundance, purpose and meaning to our lives. 

There are so many voices in our world telling us that our first priority 
should be ourselves. We are constantly trained to focus on our own 
pleasure, or security, or health, or beauty. The implied promise is that if 
we put ourselves first we will find our greatest happiness and fulfilment. 
Yet, our generation is one of the least fulfilled and the most miserable in 
history.  

The idea of giving ourselves for something bigger than ourselves has 
largely become lost, but with it, we have lost our souls and any real sense 
of meaning in our lives.  John’s story reminds us that abundant life is 
found not when we focus on ourselves, but when we give ourselves to 
something bigger, and when we use our lives as signposts to point 
beyond ourselves to God’s Reign of love and justice. 

How can you live as a signpost that points beyond your own concerns 
and dreams to those of Christ today? Perhaps the biggest shift that most 
of us need to make in order to become signposts for God’s Reign is to 
use our energy more for the sake of others than for ourselves.  It is 
tempting to make our lives about our own goals and desires. But, when 
we give our lives in service of others, we not only contribute to the 
healing of our world, but we also find the richest, most fulfilling life 
possible.  

This week, find one way that you can bring joy to others by giving 
yourself for others and making a commitment to practice this as a daily 
discipline. 
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Prayers of intercession 

We pray today for all who are downtrodden, all who are oppressed,  
all who know the heavy hand of marginalisation on them.  

God, we turn to you, remembering the words of Mary,  
praying that you will lift up the lowly, you will raise the voice of justice, 
and you will scatter oppression.  
May all who are oppressed be set free.  
We ask this, in joy and gratitude. In your name we pray. 

We pray that we might find rhythms of life that sustain us here.  
Rhythms for cultivating and renewing the earth; human community; 
justice; and creativity.  
We ask this, in joy and gratitude. In your name we pray. 

“We thank you that we are able to talk with you about our current 
challenging situation in the life of our circuit:  
the uncertainties of our times both locally and nationally  
leave us struggling to know quite what to do first.  

Loving God you know the place we are in  
and we take comfort from that assurance.  
May we be much more accepting of your promises, that you’ve given us, 
that you are always with us in all of our life’s journey.  

We recognise that we can’t go on as we are  
with our existing levels of attendance, commitment  
and the number of buildings to be maintained.  
Give us all a new vision of what you want the future to look like  
and the part that we might play in it. 

May we discover new avenues of witness and service  
forced upon us by our present predicament.  

Bless our ministerial and leadership teams. Give them wisdom as they 
endeavour to lead us in uncharted waters.  

Help us in these times, like those who have gone before, to respond in 
faith, ready to follow where you will lead, working for your Reign and the 
glory of your name in Northampton and surrounding area. Amen.  

(Prayer written by Derek Taylor) 
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The Lord’s Prayer:  

Our Father… 

STF 487 You shall go out with joy 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=unWnWSgoSt0 

You shall go out with joy and be led forth with peace, 
and the mountains and the hills shall break forth before you. 
There'll be shouts of joy and the trees of the field 
shall clap, shall clap their hands. 

And the trees of the field shall clap their hands, 
and the trees of the field shall clap their hands, 
and the trees of the field shall clap their hands, 
and you'll go out with joy. 

Blessing 
Gathered in, Loving God,  
we have been nurtured by your Spirit of Life.  
Now, sent out, we go  
in the assurance that your Word lasts for ever,  
and your promises are true.  
Let the lowly be lifted up.  
Let the hungry be fed.  
Let the mighty listen:  
God, who is merciful, hears all.  
Come, let us go in the blessed joy of God’s kindness. 

Why not put your candle in the window every Sunday evening 
throughout Advent! 
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