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Opening Prayer:

Blessed are you, Lord our God!

Glorious is your name in all the earth!

We celebrate who you are,

and all that you have done for us.

Be present among us as we worship you,
and as we open ourselves to your Word.
To you be all glory, now and forever. Amen

https://re-worship.blogspot.com/2013/09/opening-
prayer-psalm-66.html

All people that on earth do dwell.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xRklkCklycU

All people that on earth do dwell
Sing to the Lord with cheerful voice
Serve him with joy his praises tell
Come now before him and rejoice.

Know that the Lord is God indeed

He formed us all without our aid

We are the flock he comes to feed

The sheep who by his hand were made.

[Refrain]

O let the earth rejoice

Lift up your voice and magnify his holy name.
O let the earth rejoice

Lift up your voice and magnify his holy name.

O enter then his gates with joy

Within his courts his praise proclaim

Let thankful songs your tongues employ
O bless and magnify his name. [Refrain]

Because the Lord our God is good

His mercy is forever sure

His faithfulness at all times stood

And shall from age to age endure. [Refrain]

Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise him all creatures here below
Praise him above ye heavenly host
Praise Father Son and Holy Ghost.

Alanna Glover, Louis Bourgeois, William Kethe.
Emu Music, © 2018 .

https://methodist-churches-northampton.org.uk/worship-at-home/

Please read:
Luke 10: 1-11 & 16-20
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=237256238

Time to Reflect

Over the past few months | have had the
privilege of leading an Alpha course at
Towcester Road Methodist Church, which has
given us the opportunity to explore our faith
and deepen our understanding of God. As
part of that course we have learnt about the
importance of sharing our faith with others so
that they might come to know the great love
that God has for them shown in the life, death,
and the resurrection of Jesus.

The Gospel passage that we have for this
Sunday describes how Jesus sent out
seventy-two of his disciples, in pairs, to
spread the good news of the Kingdom of God.
These disciples, likely to include both women
and men, represent a much larger group than
the apostles and are a foretaste of the future
Church that would be commissioned to
spread the good news of Jesus. These
seventy-two disciples are sent out to offer and
declare peace (shalom or eiréné) to those
who receive them; a term that connetates
restoration, wholeness, and is linked to
salvation. Furthermore, they are asked to offer
healing and to announce the coming of God’s
Kingdom. Jesus, however, also warns those
he sends that they may face risks and
dangers and so counsels them to travel lightly
on their journeys.

When the disciples who are sent out return to
Jesus they share with him their joy and
amazement at what has happened in his
name. However, Jesus reminds them that
though they have been offered great power
their rejoicing should come from the
knowledge that their names are written in
heaven (Luke 10:20). The joy is in being
children of God.

This passage reminds us that we are all
called, as disciples of Jesus, to share the
good news with those whom we know and
encounter. We do this by offering peace,
healing, and the knowledge of God'’s
Kingdom.
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We may sometimes struggle with this, but with
the help of the Holy Spirit we can find the
words and the actions that would help people
come to know God and the love of Christ.

The participants in the Alpha Course have told
us how it has helped them in the renewal of
their faith. The Holy Spirit away day, in
particular, had led to a greater awareness of
the Holy Spirit and his work in them and the
Church. Yet the greatest gift was the reminder
of how much they were each loved by God in
Christ. Knowing that we have a place in the
Kingdom of God and knowing that we are
loved should be our greatest joy. That joy
leads us into serving. God equips us with his
Spirit so that we might share his love with
others. So let us pray that God’s Spirit might
help us in that task: To share the love of
Christ, offer good news, and rejoice in his
peace.

Time to Pray

Holy God, renew the life and faith of the
Church; strengthen our witness;

and make us one in Christ.

Grant that we and all who confess that Christ
is Lord may be faithful in your service

and filled with the Spirit,

that the world may be turned to you.

Guide the nations

in the ways of justice, liberty and peace;
and help them to seek

the unity and welfare of all people.

Give to all in authority wisdom to know and
strength to do what is right.

Comfort those in sorrow;

heal the sick in body or in mind

and deliver the oppressed.

Grant us compassion for all who suffer,

and help us so to carry one another’s burdens
that we may fulfil the law of Christ.

Receive our thanks and praise

for all who have served you faithfully here on
earth, and especially those who have
revealed to us your grace in Christ.

May we and all your people

share the life and joy of your kingdom;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
https://tinyurl.com/2p8zh76m
Our Father, who art in heaven...

STF 404 - God'’s Spirit is in my heart
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9VTOvYG-bl4

God’s Spirit is in my heart

He has called me and set me apart.
This is what | have to do,

what | have to do.

[Refrain]

He sent me to give the good news to the poor
tell prisoners that they are prisoners no more
tell blind people that they can see

and set the down trodden free

and go tell everyone the news that the
kingdom of God has come

and go tell everyone

the news that God’s kingdom has come.

Just as the Father sent me so

I’m sending you out to be,

my witnesses throughout the world,
the whole of the world. [Refrain]

Don’t carry a load in your pack,

you don’t need two shirts on your back
a workman can earn his own keep,
can earn his own keep. [Refrain]

Don’t worry what you have to say,
don’t worry because on that day
God’s spirit will speak in your heart
will speak in your heart. [Refrain]

Final Prayer

We commit ourselves to serving you Holy
God; in the knowledge of your presence and
your great love for us in Jesus Christ, offered
to us through your Holy Spirit. May the
blessing of God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
be with us all, evermore. Amen.

Try our dial-up service to listen to the message and other elements of the worship today — 01604 266000
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