Advent Groups:-

Our Advent group sessions will be a time to come together, to share
and encourage one another with what we have found, pray together
and support one another. It won’t matter if you haven’t quite
managed to do all the readings, you’ll still have something to share
from the ones you do. It doesn’t matter if more than one person
shares from the same verses, it’s just about sharing what you feel
God has said to you. This is where your notebook will come in
handy.

You don’t need to feel you have to share everything, particularly if
some things are more personal, but it will help and encourage
everyone else, as well as yourself, to share something of what God
has been saying to you through your reading of the scriptures.

If you prefer to only join in with the groups, then just prepare one of
the passages from the relevant week so that you can join in.

Advent Sharing Groups
Monday 1:00pm  Phone-in with Roade (50 mins)
Tuesday 7:00pm A-S-K prayers (prayer, not conversation)

Wednesday 7:30pm  Advent Service
8:00pm Park Avenue (ZOOM session)

Thursday 7:30pm  Kingsthorpe (ZOOM session)

PLEASE CONTACT CIRCUIT OFFICE FOR MORE DETAILS
office@methodist-churches-northampton.org.uk

Tel: 01604-702187 or 07745 782285

Note:

The Phone-in group is a conference call. You need to have a phone
package that doesn’t charge for national calls in the first hour to
avoid it going on your bill. We will ensure that the session finishes
after 55 minutes to avoid going over and incurring charges. Folk at
Roade have found this a positive and helpful of sharing fellowship.
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Reflecting on Discipleship
through the Advent themes and stories

Based on Lectionary Year B - Revd Phil Snelson

Northampton Methodist Circuit — 2020
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“Follow Me”

...These were first words recorded that Jesus said to his first
followers and his invitation, his calling is to us and all who believe.
It’s a call to be a disciple, but what does that really mean?

Advent may not necessarily be a time we associate with looking at
discipleship, but there is plenty to learn from the Advent stories
about being a follower of God... what it means to say yes and
respond to Jesus call to “Follow me!”

We would like to invite you to do a kind of “mini retreat”, to set
aside 10-15 minutes every day throughout Advent to follow the
pattern of readings on the page opposite, and spend a few minutes
praying and making a few notes. Each week will start by re-visiting
the reading from the Sunday the day before and develop from there.
Not all the readings will be “Christmassy” but, as usual, the theme
focuses in as we draw nearer to Christmas.

It will help if you can set aside a similar time each day.

Get together a small notebook (or iPad, phone if you prefer) so that
you can note down things you find, rather than just trying to
remember them.

Be still; settle; and when you’re ready, pray asking God to help you
focus & to show you new things in what you read.

Read the set verses for the day, slowly and thoughtfully,
keep quietness and reflect asking yourself:
e What does this tell me about God?

e What is this saying about the experience and meaning of being
a disciple of Jesus?

¢ How do I need to apply this to better live as a follower of Jesus?
Think practically and make a plan of what you will do.

Write in your notebook what you have found and decided.

Finish in Prayer ask the Lord to help you.

Yes, they are the same questions every day, but persevere. It’s part

of the rhythm, a focus that we can actually use with any Bible
passage to help us listen to what God might be saying through it.
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Mark 13:24-37
Mark 13:24-37
Luke 10:1-11

Luke 10:16-23
Luke 10:25-37
Matthew 28:16-20

Mark 1:1-8
Mark 1:1-15
Mark 1:16-28
Mark 1:29-45
John 15:1-8
John 15:9-17

John 1:6-8,19-28
John 1:6-28
John 1:10-18
John 1:35-51
John 15:18-27
Luke 24:44-53

Luke 1:26-38
Luke 1:26-38
Luke 1:39-45
Luke 1:46-56
Matthew 1:18-25
Luke 2:1-7 (8-20)



