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Real-life stories
A note on the passage
This is one of the most puzzling stories in the 
New Testament. Even experienced writers 
about the Bible find it difficult to make out. But 
the final sentence is probably what we need to 
remember. No one can serve two bosses – so is 
it to be God or money?

	       Luke 16.1-13

Jesus tells a story about a person who is found cheating and might lose his 
job. So, he starts to be generous to those who owe money. His boss, seeing 
what he has done, is impressed. But Jesus warns that dealing with money is 
always tricky. ‘You cannot serve God and wealth.’

  Now read Luke 16.1-13 see p.2 for text.  

This is just the right time of year 
to plant bulbs. Do some guerrilla 
gardening. Find a dreary little place and 
plant some bulbs there so that it will 
look cheerful for everyone in the spring.

Use the letters of the word GENEROUS below to make an 
acrostic. You could take all week to do this, thinking it 
over. Each time someone thinks of a word, add it and say, 
‘Thanks be to God. Amen’.

Take things out of your cupboards and make price labels for them, 50p+. Give each person 
an assortment of small coins: 1p to 20p, adding up to less than 50p. Take it in turns to be 
the shopkeeper and the customers. What is it like not to have enough to pay for things? 
The shopkeeper might say, ‘I’ll let you have it now for 5p, and you can come back later with 
the rest.’ If the buyer returns, the shopkeeper can let them off the rest. What is it like to be 
generous? What does it feel like to be the receiver of generosity? What matters most to us?

Pray

What community projects could you engage with, or get off the ground?

Play a board game, but in an ‘upside down’ sort of way. 
In snakes and ladders, go up the snakes and down the 
ladders; or in Monopoly, instead of buying properties for 
yourself, buy them and give them away to another player.

Give something this week. Our circumstances are all very different, 
so giving won’t be the same for everyone, and times now are rather 
hard. You could give: something that you like, but don’t need, to a 
charity shop, an outgrown toy to a younger child who would enjoy 
it, some money to a charity, a contribution to someone’s JustGiving 
page, some garden flowers to a neighbour.
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Choose a version of the passage to read. The first is the ROOTS version for  
children, the second is the NRSV text which may be suitable for older children, 
young people and adults.

Jesus said to the disciples, ‘There was a rich man who had a 
manager, and charges were brought to him that this man was 
squandering his property. So he summoned him and said to 
him, ‘What is this that I hear about you? Give me an account 
of your management, because you cannot be my manager 
any longer.’ Then the manager said to himself, ‘What will 
I do, now that my master is taking the position away from 
me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to 
beg. I have decided what to do so that, when I am dismissed 
as manager, people may welcome me into their homes.’ So, 
summoning his master’s debtors one by one, he asked the 
first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ He answered, ‘A 
hundred jugs of olive oil.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, sit 
down quickly, and make it fifty.’ Then he asked another, ‘And 
how much do you owe?’ He replied, ‘A hundred containers 
of wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill and make it eighty.’ 

And his master commended the dishonest manager because 
he had acted shrewdly; for the children of this age are more 
shrewd in dealing with their own generation than are the 
children of light. And I tell you, make friends for yourselves 
by means of dishonest wealth so that when it is gone, they 
may welcome you into the eternal homes.
‘Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and 
whoever is dishonest in a very little is dishonest also in much. 
If then you have not been faithful with the dishonest wealth, 
who will entrust to you the true riches? And if you have not 
been faithful with what belongs to another, who will give 
you what is your own? No slave can serve two masters; for 
a slave will either hate the one and love the other, or be 
devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve 
God and wealth.’

Luke 16.1-13 (NRSV)

Did you know?

• A small number of people owned the land and employed 
managers to collect rent in cash or goods. The manager 
charged extra as ‘interest’ that he was going to keep for 
himself. The manager is taking off the interest share of what 

is owed. He therefore loses his extra income but keeps his job. 
The landowner hasn’t lost out on what he should have had, 
and so he praises the manager for the way he has handled the 
money.
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Jesus said to his followers, ‘Once there was a rich man. 

This rich man had a manager working for him. One day 

he discovered that the manager was cheating him, so he 

asked to see him. 

‘“What is this I hear about you?” he asked. “Explain what 

has happened. You can’t work for me any longer!”

‘The manager left worried. What should he do? He no 

longer had a job. He wasn’t strong enough to work in 

the fields. And he was too embarrassed 

to beg. “I know what I must do,” he 

thought. “Before I leave, I will make 

sure that I have a few friends. When  

I have no job, they might help me.”

‘So he went to the people who owed the rich man 
something. To the first person he said, “You owe 100 jugs of olive oil. Take your bill, cross it out and make it 50 jugs of oil.” To the next person he said, “You owe 100 containers of wheat. Take your bill, cross it out and make it 80.” 

‘Soon the rich man discovered what the dishonest manager had done. But instead of being angry, he was pleased that the man had been so wise.’ 
Jesus continued, ‘If you can be trusted with little things, you can be trusted with big things. If you are dishonest with little things you will be dishonest with big things. If you can’t be trusted with earthly riches, then who will trust you with true riches? And if you can’t be trusted with things that belong to other people, then no one will give you things of your own. No one can serve two masters. They will love one and hate the other. You can’t serve God and money.’                 Luke 16.1-13


