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Call to Worship — (from Matthew 22)

Jesus said, “You must love the Lord your God
with all your heart, all your soul, and all your
mind.” This is the first and greatest
commandment. A second is equally important:
‘Love your neighbour as yourself.

Hymn - “Loved before the dawn of time”
Loved before the dawn of time,

Chosen by my Maker, hidden in my Saviour:
| am His and He is mine,

Cherished for eternity.

When I'm stained with guilt and sin,

He is there to lift me, heal me and forgive me;
Gives me strength to stand again,

Stronger than | was before.

So with every breath that | am given
I will sing salvation’s song;

And I'll join the chorus of creation
Giving praise to Christ alone.

All the claims of Satan’s curse
Lifted through His offering,
Satisfied through suffering;

All the blessings He deserves
Poured on my unworthy soul.

Chorus... So with every breath...

Singing glory, honour, wisdom, power
To the Lamb upon the throne.
Hallelujah, 1 will lift Him high.

Singing glory, honour, wisdom, power
To the Lamb upon the throne.
Hallelujah, I will sing...

Chorus... with every breath that | am given.

Stars will fade and mountains fall;
Christ will shine forever,

Love’s unfading splendour.

Earth and heaven will bow in awe,
Joining in salvation’s song.

Stuart Townend & Andrew Small; Copyright © 2007 Thankyou Music

Opening Prayers

Glory to you Heavenly Father, the God of love,
who created us; who continually preserves and
sustains us; who has loved us with an
everlasting love and shown us your glory in the
face of Jesus Christ your Son.

Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ our Saviour,
who, though you were rich, yet for our sake you
became poor, and were tested in every way as
we are, yet without sin;

You proclaimed the good news of the kingdom
and were obedient to the point of death... even
death on a cross;

You were raised from the dead, are alive for
ever and have opened the kingdom of heaven
to all who trust in you.

Glory to you, Holy Spirit, the Lord,

the giver of life, by whom we are born into the
family of God and made members of the body
of Christ; whose witness confirms us; whose
wisdom teaches us; whose power enables us,
and who will do more for us than we can ask or
imagine possible.

To the one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, to
You be praise and glory for ever. Amen.

Please read: Genesis 12: 1-9
Please read: Matthew 28: 16 - 20

Time to Reflect...

This is my final worship at home sheet, so |
hope you'll bear with me if | try to squeeze in

the whole story!!l ©

In the beginning God expressed His glorious
creativity in making the world, the universe, and
everything in it! The best thing of all, right at the
heart of it, were human beings whom the
Godhead made in their likeness; male and
female, complimentary partners He created
them and invited them to partner with Him in
running this world He had made. Then, and
only then, God declared it was ‘very good"

When humanity rebelled, they broke the
partnership with God and went their own selfish
way, but God never let it go, never gave up on
his perfect design. So, in Genesis 12, we find
God calling Abram to join with Him in a journey
of faith, to become a great nation that would be
God’s people, and in missionary partnership
with God, be a blessing to ‘all the families of the
earth’. Abram said yes and set off at the age of
75 to he “knew not where”. Abram made plenty
of mistakes along the way — even by the end of
the same chapter! — but he continued in faith,
they had name changes to Abraham and Sarah
(Gen 17) and eventually the family promised
him & Sarah began with Isaac, who with
Rebekah, had Jacob and Esau and the plan
began to unfold...

Notice that God’s plan was always about blessing
all the peoples (families) of the earth, not just
Abraham & Sarah and their own family.



The history of Israel is a long and complicated
one, littered with mistakes, failures. More selfish
rebellion corrupted their understanding of being
God’s chosen people, thinking themselves
superior, especially entitled to God’s blessings.

There were some major “successes” too... and all
the while, in spite of it all, God was still working out
His plan to bring blessing to all peoples, ultimately
through his Son Jesus, his life, death and
resurrection. And at the end of Matthew, Jesus
restores the partnership calling again — ‘I am with
you always’ — sending his followers to ‘go to all
peoples’ teaching everyone to follow what Jesus
had taught them — what he did as well as what he
said —i.e. return to living God’s way according to
His design.

| think that, with the help of the Holy Spirit, the
“chosen people” of the Church are perhaps doing
better at bringing God’s blessing to all the peoples
of the earth... but there is still a long, long way to
go! We too have made plenty of mistakes and fall
into the temptation of trying to keep God'’s
blessings for ourselves, while at the same time
wanting all the pleasures of worldly things rather
than the more challenging way of Jesus.

As we seek to move on into a new chapter in our
respective stories, let’s reflect on the commission
of Jesus to his followers, how we are going to
make this the core of our purpose and vision in life,
and heed the writer to the Hebrews who says:

Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a
great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off
everything that hinders and the sin that so easily
entangles. And let us run with perseverance the
race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus,
the pioneer and perfecter of faith. [Heb 12: 1-2]

Take a time to sit quietly and reflect...

Time to Pray...

Lord God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob,

Father of our Saviour and Lord, Jesus Christ,
We ask your forgiveness for taking your
blessing for granted, keeping them to ourselves
and not always sharing them with others.

Help us, as your people, to follow the calling of
Jesus to join with you in blessing all people and
encouraging them into your kingdom family.

We pray for the persecuted Christians in our
world, for whom following Christ means much
suffering.

We pray for those who have been overcome
with struggles of life, doubt and fear and for
whom faith means nothing.

We pray for those who have been bereaved,
those who are in physical, mental or emotional
pain.

Faithful God, be with us as we seek to serve
you so that we may reflect kingdom values
rather than worldly values. We ask these
prayers through the powerful name of Jesus,
our Lord and Saviour. Amen

Pray the Lord’s Prayer...

StF 404 “God’s Spirit is in my heart”

God’s spirit is in my heart

he has called me and set me apart.
This is what | have to do,

what | have to do

He sent me to give the good news to the poor
tell prisoners that they are prisoners no more
tell blind people that they can see

and set the downtrodden free

and go tell everyone the news that the
kingdom of God has come

and go tell everyone

the news that god’s kingdom has come.

Just as the father sent me so

I’'m sending you out to be,

my witnesses throughout the world,
the whole of the world

Chorus

Don’t carry a load in your pack,

you don’t need two shirts on your back
a workman can earn his own keep,
can earn his own keep

Chorus

Don’t worry what you have to say,
don’t worry because on that day
god’s spirit will speak in your heart
will speak in your heart
Chorus
Alan Dale - Publisher / Copyrights Words: 1982 Kevin Mayhew Ltd

Final Prayer of Blessing

May the God the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, fill you with a strong sense of His
purpose in your life by His Holy Spirit;

May you be filled with the assurance that His
love for you was from before the beginning, is
now and shall be forever, Amen.

God bless you all,

with love & prayers, %‘

Try our dial-up service to listen to the message and other elements of the worship today — 01604 266000




