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Call to Worship -

Let us open our hearts, our minds, and our eyes
to see the generous gifts of God, and respond
with praise and thanksgiving.

StF 451 - “Open the eyes of my heart Lord”
Open the eyes of my heatrt, Lord,

open the eyes of my heart;

| want to see you, | want to see you.

(Repeat)

To see you high and lifted up,

shining in the light of your glory.

Pour out your power and love,

as we sing holy, holy, holy.

Holy, holy, holy,
Holy, holy,holy,
Holy holy holy,

| want to see you.

Opening Prayers

Generous God, we come, individually and
together, as your people to be resourced,
inspired and blessed.

We come, thankful for the self-giving love of
Jesus.

Inspired by his example, may we be generous
and giving, with no reward other than knowing
we are doing your will. We ask this in his name.
Amen

Please read: Mark 12: 38-44

Prayer of Confession

Lord Jesus Christ, we come to you in sorrow for
our selfishness,

in regret for our greed, in despair over our
blindness and deafness to the needs of those
around us. With penitent hearts we seek your
forgiveness, and your blessing to make us more
generous, more giving, more able to see, and
more willing to listen. Amen.

Assurance of forgiveness

Our God of generosity forgives those who truly
repent. Our God lifts the burdens from our
hearts and the blindness from our eyes

and sets us free to be the people we are called
to be. Amen.

Time to Reflect:

Do you like ‘people watching’, | do, studying
their gestures and mannerisms, imagining their
journeys and destinations, or their reasons for
being in that place. If you are one of those
people, you have something in common with
Jesus. Jesus was a great watcher, not just of
people but of all that was around him. And he
often drew on what he saw to teach his
followers about God’s kingdom. He would use
something familiar, something that everyone
could see if they cared to look.

In today’s story, Jesus was watching people as
they made their money offerings to the Temple.
And among them he saw a woman who was
careful and thoughtful in her offering — it was not
much, but it was pretty much all she had.

Jesus was drawn again and again to vulnerable
people, to outcasts, to those who had little or no
status or wealth. Perhaps he saw a heart of
faith and trust revealed in their actions, despite
the circumstances and challenges that faced
them. Perhaps he wondered whether the
disciples saw the same as he did, and whether
they understand what sacrifice the woman was
making. Here in what looks like a simple act of
giving is a lesson in real giving.

Jesus points out that real giving must be
sacrificial. The amount of the gift never matters
S0 much as its cost to the giver; not the size of
the gift, but the sacrifice. Jesus points out many
times in the Gospels that real generosity gives
until it hurts and it is not just limited to money, it
could be our time, or our possessions.

| find it strange and lovely at the same time that
the person whom Jesus hands down to us as a
pattern of generosity was a person who gave a
gift of so little value in monetary terms.

We may feel that we have not much in the way
of material gifts or personal gifts to give to Jesus
Christ, but if we put all that we have and are at
his disposal, he can do things with it and with us
that are beyond our wildest dreams and
imaginings. In the context of the Climate crisis, it
could be the way we live, are we prepared to
make sacrifices in these coming years in order
to combat the present problems in order to spur
on other countries to respond in a positive way.
Live simply, so that others can simply live!’ |
encourage everyone to think on a global scale,
as well as on the personal and local scale.


about:blank

What is the difference, if any, between simple
living and generous living?

If you do watch people, perhaps they remind
you of events in your own life — some good,
some less so. Perhaps they encourage you to
reflect on your own circumstances, choices and
actions. If you saw an action of overwhelming
compassion or generosity, like that of the
widow, would that stir you to do something
similar? But there’s more to it than just the doing
of the action itself. You never know when your
life, your actions, will stir something in someone
else. If that ‘someone’ was people watching
you, would they see something to inspire them?

StF 696 For the healing of the nations,
Lord, we pray with one accord;

for a just and equal sharing

of the things that earth affords.

To a life of love in action

help us rise and pledge our word.

Lead us forward into freedom;

from despair your world release,

that, redeemed from war and hatred,

all may come and go in peace.

Show us how through care and goodness
fear will die and hope increase.

All that kills abundant living,

let it from the earth be banned:
pride of status, race or schooling,
dogmas that obscure your plan.
In our common quest for justice
may we hallow life’s brief span.

You, Creator God, have written
your great name on humankind,;
for our growing in your likeness
bring the life of Christ to mind;
that by our response and service
earth its destiny may find.

Prayers of Intercession

Lord God, there are so many people who need
the difference in their lives that only you can
bring. Lord, sometimes we feel so useless
when faced with all the needs of our world.

We forget the important part we play just by
opening our lives to you, praying to you, and
being your hands and feet.

We pray today for our families, our friends, our
peers, our teachers. Help us to share.

We pray for everyone who has helped us grow
closer to you; for our church family, and our
ministers. Help us to share.

We pray for our community, the world in which
we live and work and have our being.

Help us to share.

We pray for people who feel they have nothing
to share, nothing even to live for; the homeless,
prisoners, people at the end of relationships, the
sick and those who mourn. Help us to share.
Amen.

Pray the Lord’s Prayer...

StF 566 Take my life, and let it be
consecrated, Lord, to thee;

take my moments and my days, let them flow in
endless praise.

Take my hands, and let them move at the
impulse of thy love. Take my feet and let them
be Swift and beautiful for Thee.

Take my voice and let me sing, always, only for
my King.

Take my lips and let them be filled with
messages from thee.

Take my silver and my gold, not a mite, would |
withhold.

take my intellect, and use every power as thou
shalt choose.

Take my will, and make it thine, It shall be no
longer mine; take my heart, it is thine own,
It shall be thy royal throne.

Take my love; my Lord, | pour at thy feet its
treasure store.

take myself and I will be

ever, only, all for thee.

Final Prayer of Blessing

May God, fill you with a strong sense of His
purpose in your life by His Holy Spirit;

May you be filled with the assurance that His
love for you was from before the beginning,
is now and shall be forever,

And so generous God, make us generous.
Make us generous in joy, and generous in love.
Remind us, every day that we need to share our
love for you with others that we need to give
and live generously —for you are generous God,
our God. Be with each one of us and all whom
we love, this week and always. Amen.

Try our dial-up service to listen to the message and other elements of the worship today — 01604 266000




