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Northampton Methodist Circuit

17t May 2020, 10:30am
Acts 17:22-31 and & John 14.15-21

This short act of worship has been prepared for you to
use while we are unable to attend church. Pause to
settle yourself in God’s presence, knowing that other
people are sharing in worship with you.

Opening Prayer

Spirit of truth, come close to us.

Unite us into the body of Christ.

Enable us to worship God in Spirit and in truth.
Help us to support and encourage each other.
Help us to love as we are loved.

Spirit of truth, come and abide in us.

Amen.

Hymn: (StF 503); Love Divine: Sing/ Read /pray
/proclaim the words or join in with it here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v= hmfge 8SEI

Love divine, all loves excelling,
Joy of Heav'n to earth come down;
Fix in us thy humble dwelling;

All thy faithful mercies crown!
Jesus, Thou art all compassion,
Pure unbounded love Thou art;
Visit us with Thy salvation,

Enter every trembling heart.

Come, Almighty to deliver,

Let us all Thy life receive;

Suddenly return, and never,
Nevermore Thy temples leave.

Thee we would be always blessing,
Serve Thee as Thy hosts above,

Pray and praise Thee without ceasing,
Glory in Thy perfect love.

Finish, then, Thy new creation;

Pure and spotless let us be;

Let us see Thy great salvation
Perfectly restored in Thee;
Changed from glory into glory,

Till in Heav’n we take our place,

Till we cast our crowns before Thee,

Lost in wonder, love, and praise.
Charles Wesley (1707 — 1788)

A Prayer of Praise and thanksgiving:

Loving God, You make yourself known to us, and
you are present in our lives even though we do not
always recognise or acknowledge you.

For all that you are, we thank you, loving God.
You do not leave us orphaned,

but embrace us with parental love that encourages
and comforts us.

For all that you are, we thank you, loving God.

You ensure that we are not alone

by filling us with your Spirit of truth, that inspires and
empowers us.

For all that you are, we thank you, loving God.
Amen

A prayer of confession

God of love, we are sorry

that at times our love for you falters;
that we have wrong priorities;

that we overlook your guidance.

O God, forgive us. O God, renew us.

Loving Saviour, we are sorry

that we disobey your commandments;
that we fail to love;

that we walk by on the other side.

O God, forgive us. O God, renew us.

Spirit of truth, we are sorry

that we disregard your presence;

that our thoughts and feelings are unrighteous;
that we follow the world’s way.

O God, forgive us. O God, renew us.

May your presence abiding in us lead us in the right
way, in the name of Jesus.
Amen.

From your Bible, read Acts 17:22-31
Hymn: Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me

(STF 395)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GK-O5nfL1Mo

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.
Break me, melt me, mould me, fill me.

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.
Daniel Iverson (1890-1977)

Read from John 14.15-21

Richard reflects:

| think Thomas’ initial response when Jesus told his
disciples he was leaving them was a practical one.
“Lord we do not know where you are going. How
can we know the way? (John 14:5)

And in the rest of the chapter from v15 on, Jesus
assures his followers that when he goes away — the
Spirit will be with them.

There is no doubt that at this point, the disciples are
in a state of huge consternation and deeply
disturbed.

So Jesus is talking to a group of people who:

Have left everything to follow Jesus only now to be
told that he is leaving them;
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Will be even more disturbed by events in a few
short hours when the crucifixion of Jesus is done
and they are dealing with the grief that follows;

Are crushed by the news that Jesus will no longer to
be with them physically and will never again know
the warm companionship of Jesus’ earthly ministry.
We have not known Jesus’ presence with us
physically in the same way as the Disciples had so
when Jesus says to his followers “l will not leave
you orphaned” (Verse 18) what resonance does that
have for us?

I's very easy at the moment to see everything in the
context of the current Coronavirus crisis. It's
unavoidable and we have to find some sort of
coping mechanism. At the beginning of this last
week | found it really helpful to write down some of
my feelings: | wrote: Frustrated, restricted,
uncertain, and grieving for what (and who) has been
lost, anxious...

In the light of those feelings we can easily relate to
Jesus’ reassuring words about not being left on our
own. (Orphaned or abandoned as some translations
put it) and we can live full in the knowledge that the
promise of the Holy Spirit is for us in times like
these.

The promise of the Holy Spirit brought hope and
comfort to the disciples in their confusion and pain,
as it does to us but let’s not limit the Holy Spirit’s
power just to that of comforter because this is the
same Spirit which inspired and guided Paul to stand
and preach in front of the Jewish council; the same
Spirit which reveals the meaning of scripture;
reveals truth; empowers in mission and brings the
gift of new birth and renewal.

Prayer:

Gracious God, in some ways we are ‘Post
Pentecost people’: those who live after the age in
which your Spirit was given.

So we forget what it’s like to be anticipating,
expectant, excited because your Spirit is given for
every age.

Instead we are fearful, anxious and worried and
need your Spirit to be comforter, advocate and
friend.

So remind us again that in times like the present,
we also need your Spirit to move among your
people called church, to challenge, disturb, renew
and refresh us. Amen

Praying and reflecting further on the passage
Open your Bible again at John 14.15-21

Take some time to dwell on the statements of Jesus
in the passage:

“f you love me, you will keep my
commandments.”(v15)NRSV version

Pray: Gracious God you revealed yourself to us in
Jesus so that with our minds, bodies and hearts we
can respond in love to love you more. Then may our
natural response be to keep your commandments to
love and care for others and for ourselves.

“And | will ask the Father, and he will give
you another Advocate, to be with you forever.”(v16)
Pray: Generous God your gift is everlasting but we
hold before you those things which seem to halt the
flow of the Spirit such as disease, famine,
inequality, abuse and all things which limit your
purposes.

May your Spirit be active amongst us and all who
seek to bring healing, sustenance, justice and care.

“I will not leave you orphaned; | am coming
to you” (v18)

Pray: Loving God, Jesus promised that his followers
would not be abandoned but there are many in our
world who feel this way. Help us to be channels of
your Spirit to those who feel alone and without
support. We give thanks for the work of Christian
Aid and other charities supporting children.

We pray that as we seek to be part of your mission
the Spirit will break down barriers so that all people
might know of your purposes.Amen

The Lord’s Prayer Our Father ......

Hymn: The Spirit lives to set us free (StF 397)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dnt4ST8SHGQA

The Spirit lives to set us free, walk, walk in the light;
He binds us all in unity, walk, walk in the light.
Walk in the light, walk in the light,
walk in the light, walk in the light of the Lord.

Jesus promised life to all, walk, walk in the light;
the dead were wakened by his call, walk, walk in the
light.

Walk in the light......

He died in pain on Calvary, walk, walk in the light;
to save the lost like you and me, walk, walk in the
light.

Walk in the light......

A Prayer of Blessing

May God the Father bless us;

May Christ take care of us;

May the Holy Spirit enlighten us all the days of our
life. The Lord be our Defender and Keeper of body
and soul, both now and for ever, to the end of ages.

Amen.
(The Book of Cerne, 9" century)

The message and order of service leaflet compiled by Deacon Richard
Beckett. Some prayers: Roots for Worship and Singing the Faith Plus.
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