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Worship@Home 17th April 2022 Easter 
Sunday with Revd David Speirs  
 

Opening Prayer: 
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! 

Alleluia! 

 

As we come to worship, may we, like the 

women at the empty tomb, celebrate and 

share the joyous news of your rising, of love, 

hope, forgiveness, and freedom.  

Risen Christ, draw close as we worship. 

Amen. 

‘A Call to Worship’ by Revd Miriam Mouls, Oxford 
Methodist Circuit. https://tinyurl.com/43nvfrfu  

StF 298 – Christ the Lord is risen today. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nRFL4mFtv14  
 
Christ the Lord is risen today; Alleluia!  
All creation joins to say: Alleluia!  
Raise your joys and triumphs high; Alleluia!  
Sing, you heavens; let earth, reply: Alleluia!  

Love's redeeming work is done, Alleluia!  
Fought the fight, the battle won; Alleluia!  
Vain the stone, the watch, the seal; Alleluia!  
Christ has burst the gates of hell: Alleluia!  

Lives again our glorious King; Alleluia!  
Where, O death, is now your sting? Alleluia!  
Once he died our souls to save; Alleluia!  
Where's your victory, boasting grave? Alleluia!  

Soar we now where Christ has led, Alleluia!  
Following our exalted Head; Alleluia!  
Made like him, like him we rise; Alleluia!  
Ours the cross, the grave, the skies: Alleluia!  

King of Glory! Soul of bliss! Alleluia!  
Everlasting life is this, Alleluia!  
You to know, your power to prove, Alleluia!  
Thus to sing, and thus to love: Alleluia! 

By Charles Wesley (1707-1788) 

Please read: 
Luke 24: 1-12 
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=229151761  

Time to Reflect 

This Sunday is one of the most significant 
days in the Christian calendar.  

It is the day when we celebrate the miracle of 
Jesus’ resurrection. With Christians around 
the world we shout out our ‘Alleluias’ 
celebrating the final victory over death that 
Christ has won for us and the new life that he 
offers to all people. 

In the last couple of years, as we have 
journeyed through a global pandemic, the 
promise of eternal life in Jesus has brought 
comfort to millions of people who have lost 
friends or relatives to COVID-19. It has also 
brought consolation to those in places of 
conflict throughout the world, most recently in 
Ukraine, reminding the faithful who mourn that 
death and destruction are not the end. 
 
Each year we see the flowers at Easter that 
remind us that after the death of winter comes 
the new life of Spring. The knowledge of the 
resurrection is transformative in the way that it 
defeats our greatest fears around life ending. 
It reminds us that God is fully capable of 
making and remaking new life amongst us. 

This reality, of new life offered to us, is not 
simply a future hope but a present reality. The 
power of the resurrection can be experienced 
by us now through the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
The Spirit who gives us a new and renewed 
life as God’s holy people. The resurrection is 
a sign of God’s transforming power that is 
capable of overcoming death and breathing in 
new life in Christ into the Church. 

In the passage that we have from Luke’s 
Gospel we are told about the women 
disciples, who witnessed to the empty tomb 
and heard the heavenly messengers who 
confirmed Jesus’ resurrection. The male 
apostles, who heard their testimony, did not 
initially believe in the reality of Jesus 
resurrection. Despite what Jesus had told 
them before, and despite what they had seen 
him do, they were unable to accept it at first. 

Perhaps there a similar risk that we too deny 
God’s resurrection power amongst us and the 
miracle that he can perform? We see the 
death occurring around us in the Church and 
can convince ourselves that this is the end 
and that there is no hope of any future.  
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Try our dial-up service to listen to the message and other elements of the worship today – 01604 266000 

Yet while death is real there is still the 
promise of resurrection to those who would 
hear the good news and believe in it. God’s 
work amongst us is not finished and he 
continues to make things new, breathing in his 
life and offering his ressurection power. The 
question is whether we are able to accept the 
miracle that God can work amongst us? 

In this Easter season I pray that we might find 
hope and encouragement in the story of 
Christ’s resurrection; that we might embrace 
the new life that Jesus offers to us in the here 
and now. I pray that we might be transformed 
by God and inspired to share the good news 
throughout our communities. I hope and pray 
that the resurrecting power of God might 
move through us and we might see new life. 
May our joy ring out and may the fullness of 
life be found as we cry Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

Time to Pray… 

Holy God, we offer up our prayers to you: 
 
We pray for our world… 
Bring down your peace amongst us and 
reconcile all peoples. 

We pray for the Church…  
Breath new life into us and help us to share 
the good news of the Gospel. 

We pray for all those striving for justice… 
Fill the hungry with good things and raise up 
the oppressed. 

We pray for those who are unwell…  
Offer them your healing love. 

We pray for those grieving the loss of loved 
ones… 
Comfort them in their mourning and give them 
hope in the ressurection 
 
We offer all our prayers in and through the 
name of the risen Christ, Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

StF 313 – Thine be the glory 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XvnFWWhFlGg  

Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son, 
endless is the victory thou o'er death hast 
won; angels in bright raiment rolled the stone 
away, kept the folded grave-clothes where thy 
body lay:  

Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son, 
endless is the victory thou o'er death hast 
won.  

Lo, Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb; 
lovingly he greets us, scatters fear and gloom; 
let the Church with gladness hymns of triumph 
sing, for her Lord now liveth, death hath lost 
its sting:  

Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son, 
endless is the victory thou o'er death hast 
won.  

No more we doubt thee, glorious Prince of 
Life; life is naught without thee: aid us in our 
strife; make us more than conquerors through 
thy deathless love; bring us safe through 
Jordan to thy home above:  

Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son, 
endless is the victory thou o'er death hast 
won.  

By Edmond Budry (1854-1932). Translated by Richard 
Birch (1875-1939). 

Final Prayer 

God the Father, 

by whose glory Christ was raised from the 
dead, strengthen us to journey with him in his 
risen life; and may almighty God bless us, 

the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Adapted from © 1999 The Methodist Worship Book. 
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