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4th July 2021-Worship @ home  

with Revd Francis M ‘Itiiri 

Call to worship with Psalm 48:1-2 

‘’Great is the Lord, and most worthy of praise, in the city of our God, his 

holy mountain. Beautiful in its loftiness, the joy of the whole earth, like the 

heights of Zephan is Mount Zion, the city of the Great King’’. 

Opening Prayers:  

As we meet for worship in different places, we ask for God’s presence with 

us and with those who can’t join us. Let’s continue in prayers as God’s spirit 

leads you. Amen. 

StF 447: Jesus, be the centre  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jSGhwxv3YpQ 

1. Jesus, be the centre 

Be my source, be my light. 

Jesus 

2. Jesus, be the centre 

Be my hope, be my song. 

Jesus 

(Chorus) 

Be the fire in my heart. 

Be the wind in these sails. 

Be the reason that I live. 

Jesus, Jesus 

3. Jesus, be my vision. 

Be my path, be my guide. 

Jesus 

Refrain, Verse 1 is repeated (Songwriter. Michael Frye) 

Let us pray together. 

Loving God, we praise, worship, and adore you; we thank you for your 

provision to the whole world in the past, in the present and in the future; we 

give our small gifts of money to be used for your work here on earth; we 

confess that we sometimes get things wrong; Thank You that we can rely 

on Your forgiveness. Amen 

about:blank
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jSGhwxv3YpQ
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Today’s Gospel Reading: Mark 6 1 to 13 
7“He sent them out in pairs, and these were his instructions: 8“Take nothing 

for the journey except a staff, no bread, no money in your belts; 9wear 

sandals but not an extra shirt.” 

Time to Reflect with Mark 6: 1-13 

2 Samuel 5:1-10, and 2 Cor 12:9-10 

This week there appears to be a common theme running through these 

readings. In 2 Samuel 5, David becomes king over the tribes of Israel, this 

same David whose choice by God (1 Samuel 16) is a surprise to Samuel 

and Jesse. Yet it is David who according to the scriptures, will be "shepherd 

of my people Israel" (2 Samuel 7:8). We similarly look at the people of 

Nazareth who "took offence" at Jesus, just as the Lord had warned Ezekiel 

the people of Israel would reject his word.’’ Son of man, I have appointed 

you as a watchman for the house of Israel;’’ (Ezekiel 3:17). Jesus is 

rejected not only in Nazareth but also in Jerusalem, despite the declaration 

in Psalm 48:14: "This God is our God for ever and ever; he shall be our 

guide for evermore. When they are in pairs, they could encourage one 

another. When you have no one to talk to things became very difficult.  This 

is affirmed by Paul in 2 Corinthians 12:9. when the Lord says to him: "My 

grace is sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in weakness". So, Paul 

can be content with the insults and persecutions as in 2 Cor 12: 10. "For 

whenever I am weak, then I am strong”. 

God design is that during hard times, it is important to have a team ministry 

to pray and support each other. The bible is filled with many examples of 

team ministry or working in pairs. And I think there is a good sense in that. 

No amount of work depends on one single individual. It is a teamwork, team 

ministry.  Including sole entrepreneurs’ a type of small business. There is 

relevant meaning for pairs.  For example, Moses and Aaron, David and 

Jonathan, Elijah, and Elisha; Paul and Timothy, John Mark, and Barnabas 

etc soulmates who developed careers alongside each other as they grew. 

Do you have a soul friend confidant? Loyalty is essential to a successful 

relationship, ministry, or business. Jesus was telling his disciples that ‘as 

God has provided in the past, so he will provide for them’.  

Think for a moment and be grateful for having certain things provided to 

you even when your list is expected. Be grateful for those things you 

have that others do not have. Confess your ungratefulness. By the way 
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imagine when quite often going for a trip how many things do you carry 

in your bags that you don’t require and return with them untouched? 

This is unsurprising; the Israelites spent years as desert nomads and 

so developed the custom of hospitality, and here is another parallel to 

the Exodus, with God providing enough manna each day for everyone. 

So, as we journey together in the journey of reimagining our circuit God 

sees our struggles, our worries, and our fears. So, then it is good we 

keep reminding ourselves, as God has been able to meet the needs of 

his people in the past and so will he for our needs in the present. Aren’t 

we blessed? Amen. 

Time of intercessory prayers  

Prayers for the world: Loving God who was and is and will be forever, we 

pray for the world and its people, for all who have struggled during the 

pandemic.  

For the church, for people of faith, for those struggling with faith, for those 

with other faiths and for those with no faith.  

For all leaders that they may be fair and just and for victims of natural 

disasters, conflict, and war or who are suffering because someone has ill-

treated them.  

For the sick, the lonely, the bereaved and for carers, health workers and 

emergency services. For those who taught us the truths and duties of the 

Christian faith.  

Any other prayers may be said here: 

In a time of silence, we bring our personal concerns... 

Loving God who was and is and will be forever we ask these prayers in the 

name of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen  

The Lord’s Prayer: Our Father… 

STF 404: God's Spirit is in my heart.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L-ibXHqsUTw 

1.God's Spirit is in my heart, 

He has called and set me apart. 

This is what I have to do, 

what I have to do. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L-ibXHqsUTw
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Chorus 

He sent me to give the Good News to the poor, 
Tell prisoners that they are prisoners no more, 

Tell blind people that they can see, 

And set the downtrodden free. 

And go tell everyone the news that the Kingdom of God has come, 

And go tell everyone the news that the Kingdom of God has come. 

2.Just as the Father sent me, 

So, I'm sending you out to be 

My witnesses throughout the world, 

The whole of the world. 

3.Don’t carry a load in your pack. 

You don’t need two shirts on your back. 

God’s workers can earn their own keep. 

Can earn their own keep. 

4. Don’t worry what you have to say  

Don’t worry because on that day.  

God’s spirit will speak in your heart. 

Will speak in your heart. 

A Prayer of Blessing 

As we end our time of worship may the love of God be above us to shield 

us, beneath us to uphold us and before us to lead us. Amen 

The Grace of Lord Jesus Christ, and the Love of our God the father, the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us now and always. Amen.  

Alternative Hymn can be listened to here.  

There is a higher throne (words can be found in STF 337) - 

https://youtu.be/F2YXNFVegxU 

General Notices: 

Join us for evening prayers every Tuesday from 19:00pm-19:30pm.  
via Zoom.  Meeting ID: 880 9548 3905,  Passcode: 934644. 

Join other Methodists across the connexion to pray together every 

Tuesday from 12.45 to 1.00pm. Register for all future prayer meetings 

here: https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJIocuuorTgqGtKiDOy-HII7hUICGSIaxMEz 

https://youtu.be/F2YXNFVegxU
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJIocuuorTgqGtKiDOy-HII7hUICGSIaxMEz

