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30th August 2020 
Matthew 16: 21-28; Exodus 3:1-15 

Take a few quiet moments to focus on God. 

Call to Worship – Psalm 105: 1-4 

“O give thanks to the Lord, call on his name,  
make known his deeds among the peoples.  

Glory in his holy name;  
let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice.  

Seek the Lord and his strength;  
seek his presence continually.” 

Opening Prayers  

Lord, sometimes life following you can be difficult.  
We find so many dilemmas and struggle so much,  
wishing it could be easier. 
We so want to trust you and see your plan for us.  
Help us this morning to relax into your presence,  
to clearly hear your word and be prepared to act on it. 
In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

StF20: Be still for the presence of the Lord 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WDP9pfVNpdc 

Be still, for the presence of the Lord,  
the Holy One is here;  
Come bow before Him now  
with reverence and fear.  
In Him no sin is found,  
we stand on holy ground;  
Be still, for the presence of the Lord, 
The Holy One is here.  

Be still, for the glory of the Lord  
is shining all around;  
He burns with holy fire,  
with splendour He is crowned.  
How awesome is the sight,  
our radiant King of light!  
Be still, for the glory of the Lord 
Is shining all around.  

https://methodist-churches-northampton.org.uk/worship-at-home/
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Be still, for the power of the Lord  
is moving in this place;  
He comes to cleanse and heal,  
to minister His grace.  
No work too hard for Him,  
in faith receive from Him;  
Be still, for the power of the Lord  
is moving in this place.. 

David J. Evans. Copyright © 1986 Kingsway’s Thankyou Music.  

From your Bible read: Exodus 3:1-15 
Moses finds himself standing on holy ground, in the presence of the 
Lord, manifest in a bush that burns with holy fire.  

Prayer of Penitence 

Lord God, 
I’m sorry for the times I take my eyes off you, 
and seek to do things in my own strength. 
I’m sorry for the times I doubt that 
you can keep me on the straight and narrow. 
Lord, I pray that you will forgive 
my doubts and hesitations, 
show me your loving presence, 
especially when I need it most, 
and teach me to trust you at all times. 
Amen. 

From your Bible read: Matthew 16: 21-28 

Message from Rev’d Phil Snelson 
Listen to Phil preaching: 01604-266000 

Our gospel reading today picks up where we left off last week:  God 
revealed to Peter that Jesus is the Messiah, fully human and fully 
divine, and we began to think about the challenge of following Jesus.  
Now Jesus really “lays it on the line”, what this will mean both for him 
with his suffering, death and resurrection, and for them as his followers. 

It is a somewhat detached, “throw-away” saying for people today – “I 
guess that’s just my cross to bear” but the disciples knew exactly the 
truly grim reality of what someone taking up a cross meant, and the 
horrific death it lead to.  Jesus was not messing about here, no half 
measures, following him is “all-or-nothing”. 
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Did you notice too that Jesus is adamant that no one can save their 
own life?  In fact, if you try, that’s the way to lose it!  In our culture there 
is such an emphasis on the individual and finding our satisfaction, 
gratification, as everyone’s entitlement or “right”, but our Christian faith 
is completely counter cultural, and the challenge from Jesus is to give 
yourself whole-heartedly for God and for others.  When you do, 
paradoxically, you’ll find true life. 

In the Exodus reading God challenged Moses too, calling him to 
something he could never achieve on his own:  go back to the country 
he’d fled, where for all he knew he had a criminal record for murder, 
and now to make demands of the most powerful king of the day. Moses 
clearly felt totally insecure, uncertain, unprepared, unworthy and “un” 
almost everything else!  Just as Peter tried to argue with Jesus so 
Moses says to the LORD “Erm, I think you must have got this wrong 
Lord…” or words to that effect.  In human terms this could never work, 

it’s impossible… EXCEPT… except that Almighty God was with him – “I 

AM WHO I AM” …and all things are possible with God! 

Here is our challenge and our encouragement from today’s scripture:  
Will we depend on him beyond our own resources and abilities when 
He calls us to something new or different? 

Do we have in mind what God wants, or are we just caught up with our 
own concerns, effectively trying to save ourselves? 

Are we prepared to deny ourselves, self-interests, give our very lives for 
God’s cause, put our trust in His calling, guiding and the promise of His 
presence always with us?  

Take a few moments to reflect, then pray…  
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Prayers of Intercessions: 
Use the prayer points to bring your prayers. 

God our Father, grant us the help of your Spirit in our prayers for the 
salvation of all people. 

Pray for … 

• Guidance and direction for your Church Council and stewards as we 
emerge from the COVID-19 restrictions. 

• Fresh, united vision from God for our way forward as a Circuit 

• For the ministers and circuit stewards. 

• For children and young people connected with your church and the Circuit. 

• For people in your congregation, and neighbourhood, family & friends, their 
needs, their encouragement and spiritual growth, knowing the presence of 
God more fully. 

• For local authorities, medical and support services still working to contain 
the virus. 

• …anything else you feel led to pray for 

• For yourself, to grow in faith to trust God beyond your own ability, any other 
response you wish to make from Jesus’ challenge. 

Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer… 

StF 566 - “Take my life and let it be...” 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gf11rReeWIs (Traditional) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V0Byp7aK2DA (Contemp) 

Take my life, and let it be  
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee;  
Take my moments and my days,  
Let them flow in ceaseless praise.  

Take my hands and let them move  
At the impulse of Thy love;  
Take my feet and let them be  
Swift and beautiful for Thee.  

Take my voice, and let me sing  
Always, only, for my King;  
Take my lips, and let them be  
Filled with messages from Thee.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gf11rReeWIs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V0Byp7aK2DA
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Take my silver and my gold,  
Not a mite would I withhold;  
Take my intellect, and use  
Every power as Thou shalt choose.  

Take my will, and make it Thine;  
It shall be no longer mine:  
Take my heart, it is Thine own;  
It shall be Thy royal throne.  

Take my love; my Lord, I pour  
At Thy feet its treasure store:  
Take myself, and I will be  
Ever, only, all for Thee. 

Frances Ridley Havergal.  

With all I am (Into Your Hands) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-AkxnIhrvkg 

Into your hands, I commit again, all I am for You Lord. 
You hold my world in the palm of your hand,  
and I am Yours forever. 

Jesus, I believe in You.  Jesus, I belong to You. 
You’re the reason that I live, the reason that I sing  
…with all I am…  I will worship You. 

I’ll walk with You wherever you go, through tears and joy, I’ll trust in you. 
And I will live in all Your ways and Your promises forever… 

The Grace 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
The love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all, 
evermore.  Amen. 

After worship today, why not take a few minutes to phone someone you 
haven’t spoken to for a while. 

Service, Message and format by Revd Phil Snelson 
Prayers adapted from Roots on the Web 
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